OLATHE PUBLIC SCHOOLS REVIEW FOR BUDGET
School Summary
SCHOOL: Harmony Early Childhood
PRINCIPAL: Kim Hawkins
4-Digit Number for School: 9308
1. IDENTIFY THE BARRIERS THAT MUST BE OVERCOME FOR EACH STUDENT TO ACHIEVE GRADE
LEVEL PROFICIENCY ON STATE ASSESSMENTS:
There are always a number of challenges that should be considered when evaluating student success in a
district. Some of the key barriers that impact this school include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•

Lack of or limited access to community health services and mental health services.
Increased percentage/number of students meeting one or more at-risk criteria.
Though not necessarily identified as at-risk using the free and reduced lunch calculation, a number
of students are at a high risk of falling behind.

2. IDENTIFY THE BUDGET ACTIONS THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN TO ADDRESS AND REMOVE THOSE
BARRIERS:
Given an appropriate level of funding for both general education and special education, there are a
number of budget actions we could take to remove some barriers. Some of them include:
•
•

Increase funding for Pre-K programs.
Increased salary to recruit and retain high quality certified and classified staff.

3. IDENTIFY THE AMOUNT OF TIME THE BOARD ESTIMATES IT WILL TAKE FOR EACH STUDENT TO
ACHIEVE GRADE LEVEL PROFICIENCY ON THE STATE ASSESSMENTS IF THE BUDGET ACTIONS
WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED:
While our board of education, administration, teachers and classified staff work tirelessly to meet the
academic and social emotional needs of all of our students, too many factors come into play that do not
allow us to accurately assess when all students will be at a certain level. Some of those factors include:
•
•

Lack of constitutional funding of special education continues to impact our ability to fully meet the
needs of all students.
Many of the factors that affect student success, such as trauma, poverty, mental health and student
disabilities, are out of the local board's control, so giving a time estimate on things that consistently
change, or are under the control of other agencies, is not a realistic practice of a local school board.
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