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It has been both a successful and busy start to the school
year. I am always impressed as I walk through the halls of our
schools to witness the teaching and learning that happens in
our buildings each day. This outstanding start to the year is a
tribute to our hardworking staff and dedicated students who
work tirelessly each and every day.

Our school year has gotten off to a particularly exciting
start as we have opened Summit Trail Middle School, our
10th middle school. Summit Trail is featured in this issue
with photos and an interview with the principal. We’re proud
of the innovation of the building and educational spaces
that will provide the Summit Trail Sabercats with a fantastic
place to learn. Summit Trail is located near 119th Street and
Sunnybrook Boulevard.
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D) District Updates Graduation
Dates and Times

I The Ally Project

E® Looking Forward to Canyon
Creek Elementary

SUPERINTENDENT

JOHN ALLISON

Next school year, August 2019, we will open Canyon Creek
Elementary, our 36th elementary school in the district.
Canyon Creek will help ease high enrollment at Cedar Creek
Elementary. Beginning this fall, district staff will be working
with the community to put together a boundary proposal
for the Board of Education. More information will be coming
about this process.

I am also thrilled to begin work with our staff and board
on the development of a new strategic plan. This process will
involve gathering feedback from our stakeholders as we look
to the future and what we want our students to be able to
accomplish.

It’s an exciting time in the Olathe Public Schools. Thank you
for your support.

John Allison,
Superintendent

Olathe Public Schools 14160 S Black Bob Road, Olathe, KS 66063

(913) 780-7000 « www.olatheschools.org

District’s 10th Middle School,
Summit Trail, Opens to Students

i) District Begins Strategic
Planning Process
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/4¢ 2019 is the first year for the

Olathe School District to have five
high schools holding a graduation
ceremony, district leadership is altering
the graduation schedule to better serve
families and guests. All 2019 graduation
ceremonies will take place at College
Boulevard Activity Center (CBAC) -
located at 11031 S. Valley Road. Olathe
Northwest High School, directly across
Lone Elm Road from CBAC, will serve
as the indoor facility for all graduations
in the event of inclement weather. The
graduation schedule will be:

Olathe West High School:

Friday, May 17, 2019, at 7 p.m.

Olathe North High School:

Saturday, May 18, at 2 p.m.

“The move outdoors
allows unlimited seating
for our graduation
ceremonies. Weather
permitting, each family
will be able to enjoy
graduation outdoors and
sit together.”

IRICTU PDATES

Olathe East High School:
Sunday, May 19, at 2 p.m.
Olathe Northwest High School:
Sunday, May 19, at 7 p.m.

Olathe Public Schools Assistant
Superintendent for Secondary Education
Jim McMullen said that this will help
with traffic flow and will help better serve
attendees.

“As the district has continued to grow,
the demand for graduation tickets has
increased,” McMullen said. “The move
outdoors allows unlimited seating for
our graduation ceremonies. Weather
permitting, each family will be able
to enjoy graduation outdoors and sit
together.”

In addition to family convenience, Olathe Public Schools

Olathe South High School: Saturdoy, May 18, at 7 p.m. staff and resources will be better utilized when efforts are
concentrated at one outdoor facility.
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2%646@(4« of Kansas

City are known as resilient,
caring people who look out
for one another. Especially in
difficult circumstances, the
community rallies around
each other.
» The Future Teachers

. Academy, located at Olathe

| East High School, is piloting
a program that provides
virtual mentors and tutoring
to children receiving care at
Children’s Mercy Hospital.
The Ally Project draws
inspiration from a student
enrolled in the academy.

Ally Baier, freshman at
Olathe East, was accepted
into the Future Educators
Academy when she was an
eighth-grader at California
Trail Middle School. Baier
is currently undergoing
treatment for cancer at
Children’s Mercy Hospital.
The Ally Project benefits
students like Baier who may
be affected by an illness that
causes extended periods of
school absences.

On Wednesdays over
lunch periods, students
in the Future Educators
Academy will provide virtual
assistance to patients at
Children’s Mercy Hospital via
Google Hangout. A total of

‘ ) , nine students will be a part
‘ » of the initial phase of the

" » | project, including Baier.
; | \ \ The Ewing Marion
; 4 Kauffman Foundation

, provided funding to
Children’s Mercy Hospital
to purchase technology and

| . : equipment to help bring this
project to fruition.
“The Kauffman Foundation

funding provides the
technology and materials
needed for our virtual tutor
sessions,” hospital-based
school teacher Shawna
Mazeitis said.

The initial members of The Ally Project (Ally Baier third from right) will begin their work
later this fall.
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Students who volunteered to be a part of the project
attended training and test sessions over the course of the
spring and summer so that they would be ready for launch
later this fall. In order to be properly trained in hospital
protocol, students experienced extensive training from
Children’s Mercy officials. The training is similar to what
hospital volunteers experience.

Three school teachers are on staff at Children’s Mercy
Hospital. As some patients face extended stays, young
learners can continue to receive their school work and stay on
course with their class.

“Our patients who participate in this innovative program
are identified by our teachers,” Mazeitis said. “Our teachers
will also assist the Olathe students as they plan tutoring
sessions and begin to plan lessons.”

These teachers are not only educating patients in the
Missouri hospital location, but mentoring Olathe students
geared toward becoming educators. When Future Educators
Academy students are engaged in online tutoring sessions,
hospital teachers will be monitoring the sessions to help
further student development.

How will this program look moving forward?

“We are hoping the program will grow and expand so
that all Future Educators Academy students will be able to
get involved,” said Future Educators Academy Facilitator
Michelle Staples.

“Shawna and Michelle have been so great about making
Ally a part of the planning of this project,” said Ally’s mom
Crysta Baier. “Not just in name only but helping it get started
and to thrive.”

LOOKING FORWARD T0

HTK

AREHITEETS

Renderings of the new Canyon Creek Elementary show how the
front entrance is designed.

med« will be home to the district’s newest
elementary school in August 2019. Canyon Creek
Elementary, 24001 W 97th Terrace, Lenexa, will be the
36th elementary school in the Olathe School District.
Before the spring semester of the 2018-19 school year,
district leadership will announce Canyon Creek’s first

CANYON GREEK ELEMENTARY

Canyon Creek Elementary rendering from a bird’s eye view.

principal. In spring 2019, the mascot and colors will be
chosen and announced.

“There is a lot of excitement building for the opening
of Canyon Creek Elementary,” Assistant Superintendent
for Elementary Education Tim Reves said. “With the
expanded growth in our attendance area, Canyon Creek
allows us to better serve our community.”
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746 first day of school this year was extra special for a
group of students and staff at Summit Trail Middle School
as the school opened for the first time. Summit Trail is the
district’s 10th middle school and it opened near 119th Street
and Sunnybrook Boulevard to more than 500 students.
Enrollment is expected to continue to grow in the coming
years.

“The experience of opening a new school was a unique and
exciting opportunity,” Principal Sarah Guerrero said. “Our
goal has been to make Summit Trail an amazing place built
around the core values of family, high expectations and a
place where students love to learn.”

The opening of Summit Trail relieved enrollment growth
in the northwest part of the district, specifically at Mission
Trail and Prairie Trail middle schools.

“We are grateful to the Board of Education and
superintendents who knew that Mission Trail and Prairie
Trail would need relief,” Assistant Superintendent for
Secondary Education Jim McMullen said. “We are excited
about the leadership here and the quality staff. Add to that
the great students and parents and you have a magical place
for learning.”

Summit Trail offers a variety of exciting features, including
flexible learning spaces throughout the building, such as
learning pods to allow for large and small group instruction,
learning stairs in the commons and flexible furniture.
Natural light throughout the building helps provide
outstanding places for learning.

8 OLATHE SCHOOL NEWS - FALL 2018



Summit Trail Middle School
gymnasium.

1) ,
from left) Assistant Principal Nate Kremer,

Summit Trail is led by
Principal Sarah Guerrero, and Assistant Principal Keri Snyder.

Flexible pod spaces allow for innovative learning opportunities for i
teachers and students. Learning stairs are adjacent to the commons.
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DISTRICT
BEGINS
STRATEGIC
PLANNING
PROCESS

OratHE PusLic ScHooLs USD 233

}4¢ the district looks to develop a strategic plan to guide its
direction and focus in the coming years, staff and board members
plan to begin with the end in mind. An important focus of the
Olathe Public Schools Strategic Plan will be the development of a
Portrait of an Olathe Public Schools Graduate. What do we want
our students to know and be able to do? Decisions around the
Portrait of a Graduate will guide strategic planning for the entire
district.

“Understanding what we want our end result to be — what we
want for our graduates — will help us understand the direction
of our educational programs and focus,” Superintendent John
Allison said. “Bringing together all of our district and community
stakeholders to provide input into this important process will be
vital.”

4 N
August 2018

)

Late September 2018

Portrait of a
Graduate
Advisory

Meeting #1

Engage
Stakeholders

e Form Portrait of ¢ |dentify District
a Graduate goals for Olathe
Advisory graduates
Committee
composed of e Research 21st
broad and Century
diverse Competencies

stakeholders
o (Create Draft

e C(Create Competencies
Communications
Plan and Branding e Create survey to
Campaign elicit feedback

\ /AN /

District staff will create an advisory committee to assist with
the development of a Portrait of a Graduate. This group will meet
throughout the fall to provide input, with the development of the
plan throughout the winter. It is the goal of district staff to finalize
the plan in late spring and have Board of Education approval in
summer in order to start implementation during the 2019-20
school year.

Once developed, the strategic plan will be utilized to set
priorities, focus energy and resources, and strengthen operations.
The plan will become an established agreement around intended
outcomes and will help district staff assess and adjust the direction
in response to a changing environment and meeting the needs of
21st century learners.

“This is an exciting process as we work to create a plan that helps
us prepare students for their future,” Allison said.
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STRATEGIC PLANNING PROPOSED TIMELINE

4 A

4 4 )
October 2018 January-February 2019 March-April 2019 May-July 2019
Portrait of a Strategic Define Finalize
Graduate Planning Subgoals & Strategic
Advisory Overarching Measurement Plan for
Meeting #2 Goals Tools Approval
Distribute and e BOE Members each e (Create subgoals Distribute draft
analyze survey select two committee from overarching to stakeholders
results members and goals for feedback
identified district
e Finalize Portrait of leaders e Set Organization- e Finalize
a Graduate Wide goals and Strategic
Competencies e Set Priorities measures Plan
based on Portrait
e Finalize plans for of a Graduate e Select key e Submit plan
Board of Education performance to Board of
approval e Define what must indicators to Education for
be achieved and track progress final approval
long-term strategic
objectives
\ J \ J \_ / \_ _/

NOTIFICATION STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION.

The Olathe Public Schools prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion or disability in
its programs, activities or employment, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups to

its facilities as required by: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and other relevant state and federal laws. Inquiries regarding compliance with
applicable civil rights statutes related to ethnicity, gender, age discrimination or equal access may be directed to Staff Counsel,
14160 S. Black Bob Road, Olathe, KS 66063-2000, phone 913-780-7000. All inquiries regarding compliance with applicable
statutes regarding Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Americans
with Disabilities Act may be directed to the Assistant Superintendent General Administration, 14160 S. Black Bob Road, Olathe,
KS 66063-2000, phone (913) 780-7000. Interested persons including those with impaired vision or hearing, can also obtain
information as to the existence and location of services, activities and facilities that are accessible to and usable by disabled
persons by calling the Assistant Superintendent General Administration. (12/17)
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Confidence with every smile

HANNAH

ORTHODONTICS

£ “;: - Y J
F B 4
¢ loday!
2300 HUTTON ROAD, SU|TlE 109
KCK

1441 E 151ST STREET

OLATHE

75087437

SPORTING Blue Valley
Strength.Balance.Vision
Led by Executive Director, Peter Vermes

Play with Friends!
Improve Your Skills!

SPORTING Blue Valley
has a pathway for everyone!

SPORTING

BLUE VALLEY
1 : J * 7 7
SPORTING KC
% First Team
¥
Swope Park Rangers
SPORTING KC Academy

SBV Girls DA | U14-U19
SPORTING Blue Valley Premier Teams | U8-U19

SPORTING Blue Valley Recreational Teams | PreK-HS

SBV Juniors
SBV Futures  5nq.3rd Grade

TEAMSoccer [REEEES

Ages 5-18

Most programs held at the Scheels Overland Park Soccer Complex, training facility of SBV.

913.685.2872 | 13700 Switzer Road, Overland Park, KS 66221

WWW.SPORTINGBVSOCCER.ORG
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INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION
AFFORDABLE EDUCATION.

Saint Mary has helped students find their
purpose for over 90 years. At USM, Olathe grads
will benefit from:

+ A Princeton Review Best Midwestern College*

« Over 30 majors, including top-notch health
care programs, business, accounting,
pre-engineering, education, and more

+ One-on-one attention from expert faculty

- Generous financial aid—scholarships of up to
$60,000 over four years for qualified students

+The college sports experience, with 20 varsity
sports, including men’s and women’s swimming

*From the Princeton Review’s Best Regional Colleges, 2018.
©2017 TPR Education IP Holdings, LLC.

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY!

UNIVERSITY of SAINT MARY
stmary.edu/0lathe

75107191
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KG-AREA
STUDENTS LOVE

WICHITA
STATE.

@ FROM A TRADITIONAL COLLEGE ATMOSPHERE TO THE
OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPERIENCES ONLY FOUND IN ITS
LOCATION, IT’S NO SURPRISE WHY KC-AREA STUDENTS
CHOOSE WICHITA STATE AS THEIR COLLEGE DESTINATION.

© Quality degrees + real-world experience

© In-state tuition for qualified Missouri residents

© Kansas’ most-diverse college campus

© Opportunities not found in the typical college town

COME SEE ALL OF THE REASONS WHY YOU,
TOO, WILL LOVE BEING A SHOCKER!

WICHITA.EDU/VISIT

75107989

JCCC
CAMPUS
REVAMP

At Johnson County Community College,
innovation is in our DNA. That’s why
we’re constructing two new buildings and
tackling campuswide renovation projects,
including:

e Converting space into active learning
classrooms

e Consolidating our academic resource
centers into one location

» Refacing the Student Center for
improved access

Every update is informed by industry
needs, ensuring a brighter tomorrow for
our students.

What are you waiting for? Discover what
makes JCCC a destination for success.

JOHNSON COUNTY,
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOUR
‘ TOM OW
TARTS HER

jecc.edu
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support
guidance
limits

ROSIE DEARMORE &
THERESA MOORE

913-662-2017
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1 Matters OLATHE

COMMUNITIES THAT CARE

77777777

in the

driver’s
seat!

Now Hiring Bus Drivers
$17.50/ HR & Part-Time

Paid CDL Training

FirstGroupCareers.com
3 (913) 269 - 1041

First ¥ Student

Caring for students today, tomorrow, together.

EEEEE Opportunity Employer
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PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR OLATHE YOUTH
TO PLAY SOCCER FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Olathe Rush Soccer Club

Kawnsas RVSH
COMPETITIVE SOCCER
Did you miss tryouts?
contact Randall Porter at
rporter@kansasrush.com
to see if any teams still
have spots in your age group.

Winter Soccer
Winter Leagues- Sessions 1&2

Team Registration
Rec and Premier divisions
Winter Jr Rush
great place to start for

: Pre-K ages 3to 5 OLATHE RUSH
Player Development Program (PDP) RECREATIONAL SOCCER

extra training for any recreational or ~ Spring 2019 Rec Leagues
competitive players wanting to take Kindergarten thru 2nd grade
their skills to the next level Registration opens Nov 1st
teams are built around the Olathe
schools the kids attend (K-12th)
3rd grade thru High School
Registration opens Nov 1st
Register by Dec 31 to avoid late fees |

VISIT OVR WEBSITE AT
WWW.KANSASRYUSH.COM
Or cAlLL NS-36¢-¢)))

‘T‘s‘ FU”.';;

4
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Olath

HEALTH

“Mom, | hab a stuffy dose.”

Convenient care and flu shots. For families on the go.

Flu season is around the corner. For flu shots and healthcare for your
entire family, count on Olathe Health’s network of primary care clinics.
Because our teams are backed by the resources of Olathe Health, you
always have the expertise you need, right where you need it.

Well. Connected.

Call for an appointment or walk in at an 913-782-2224
v Olathe Health Physicians primary care clinic.

olathehealth.org/convenientcare

E Yy HoOo

75107557
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