
 

Social Studies Priority Standards – High School 
Description: Below is a list standards that frame social studies courses. You will notice 
standards are more skills based rather than content based. Given that the standards do not 
change between grade levels, teachers across the district worked together to create vertical 
alignment of the skills to determine mastery through skills progression. Teachers will 
communicate the breadth and depth of the content in order to reach those standards. 

Standard Code Benchmark Description 

#1 Choices 
have 

consequences. 

1.1 The student will recognize and evaluate significant choices and 
consequences that have impacted our lives and futures. 

1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices 
and consequences. 

1.3 The student will investigate and connect examples of choices and 
consequences with contemporary issues 

1.4 The student will use their understanding of choices and consequences to 
make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

#2 Individuals 
have rights and 
responsibilities. 

2.1 The student will recognize and evaluate the rights and responsibilities of 
people living in societies. 

2.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about rights and 
responsibilities. 

2.3 The student will investigate and connect the rights and responsibilities of 
individuals with contemporary issues. 

2.4 The student will use their understanding of rights and responsibilities to 
make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

#3 Societies are 
shaped by the 

identities, 
beliefs, and 
practices of 

individuals and 
groups. 

3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions of how societies are 
shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.3 The student will investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups with 
contemporary issues. 

3.4 The student will use their understanding of how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups to make a claim 
or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

#4 Societies 
experiences 

continuity and 
change over 

time. 

4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time. 

4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about continuity 
and change. 

4.3 The student will investigate and connect continuity and change to a 
contemporary issue. 

4.4 The student will use their understanding of continuity and change to make 
a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 



 

#5 
relationships 

among people, 
places, ideas, 

and 
environments 
are dynamic. 

5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact 
lives in communities, states, and nations. 

5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic 
relationships. 

5.3 The student will investigate and connect dynamic relationships to 
contemporary issues. 

5.4 The student will use their understanding of dynamic relationships to make a 
claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

 


