
 

 

 

ELA Priority Standards – Grade 4 
Below is a table of the priority standards. 

Priority Standards Description 

W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
a. Know the difference between fact and opinion.  
b. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose.  
c. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.  
d. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, 
in order to, in addition).Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the opinion presented. 

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 

W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. 

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize 
information, and provide a list of sources. 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 

RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words 
or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same 
event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information 
provide. 

RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text. 

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 



 

Priority Standards Description 
RL.4.2 Determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. 

RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology 
(e.g., Herculean). 

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 
narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person 
narrations. 

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words accurately in context and out of context. 

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and  teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 4 

topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

• SL.4.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation 
and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 

• SL.4.1b Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles. 

• SL.4.1c Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify 
or follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

• SL.4.1d Review the key ideas expressed and explain their 
own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 
points. 

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an 
organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
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