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Welcome to Olathe Northwest and to ninth grade English class. The English I curriculum is aligned
with the Kansas College and Career Readiness Standards and will be rigorous and relevant to the real
world. Students will be actively engaged and assessed in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and
language. Stepping up to the high school level brings with it more responsibility than you may have
had in the past. I, as well as your other teachers, will have high expectations for you that we know you
can achieve.

Grades will include points earned from class participation, assignments, activities, quizzes, and tests.
The points earned from these assignments will help determine the overall semester grade.
Assignments should be turned in on time. Remember, due dates are not suggestions; they are the
requirement to help you prepare for a world in which you will also have deadlines to meet. This
course has been designed to build upon itself, so it is important to the learning process that students
complete work on time and in order.

Missing work will be entered into the grade book as “Not Handed In” (NHI). This becomes a zero
score in the gradebook until the assignment is turned in. As long as the unit of study has not been
completed, late work will be accepted without penalty. As you can imagine, assignments turned in late
often get graded late as well, so please be patient with grades on assignments turned in after the due
dates.

Grades earned that are under 50% show that reteaching and retrying need to occur. If a student earns a
grade less than half the available points, the student will be required to come in for assistance during
Seminar and/or before/after school so that we can figure out what the student needs help with. Then
the student can retry that assignment in order to earn more points.

Grades will be weighted as follows:

Reading 33%
Writing 33%
Language Study 15%
Speaking/Listening 9%

Final 10%
--------------------------
100% semester grade

Grades count. Your grade each semester from each class will be kept and combined to create your
GPA. Your GPA helps in scholarships, admissions to programs, training/school beyond high school,
and organizations within and outside of high school.

I look forward to getting to know you and learning together. Welcome to Olathe Northwest. Let’s
have a great year!


