
A.P. Language and Composition 

Summer Assignment 2024 

Olathe West High School 

 

 Welcome to AP Language and Composition! If you’re reading this, you are about to begin a very 

challenging and rewarding Language Arts course that may result in college credit depending on your 

score on the AP exam. Your journey starts here, with the summer assignment, which is designed and 

implemented for a few valuable reasons: 

 

1. To help your AP Lang teacher have a better idea of where you are and how to help you improve. 

2. To give you a sample of the different types of writing we’ll be doing this year. 

3. To make sure your writing skills, study practices, and learning abilities stay sharp over the 

summer. 

 

 To make certain that we’re facilitating those goals, we’ve designed this year’s summer 

assignment to be a blend of the different types of writing you’ll be practicing frequently in class this year, 

as well as some ACT Reading practice questions, and an opportunity to examine your own choice of 

rhetoric to work with in the fall. On the following pages of this document you will find your instructions 

and materials, but please feel free to reach out to your AP Lang teacher via email if you have any 

questions or concerns as you work this summer: 

 

- Brady Field: bpfield@olatheschools.org 

- Heather Sramek: hjsramek@olatheschools.org 

 

 As you look over these materials, the main questions on most of your minds will likely be, “Will 

we be turning this in for a grade?” and “When is it due?” You should have this summer assignment 

completed in its entirety by the first day of school this fall, as we will begin using these materials in 

class immediately. As far as the grade goes, yes, you will receive a grade for completing the summer 

assignment. Specific grading information can be found on the next page. This assignment not only keeps 

you sharp while you’re away from school, it also shows us what kind of students you are, and whether or 

not you’ll be able to handle the hard work that we’ll be doing on a regular basis this school year. Do your 

very best, and start the school year with a good grade! 

 

 This summer assignment is meant to be challenging, because the course it precedes certainly will 

be. That being said, we have full confidence in all of you and we’re very excited to see what kind of 

writers you all are. Good luck, enjoy your summer, and we look forward to meeting you in the fall! 

 

 

-Mr. Brady Field and Mrs. Heather Sramek 
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GRADING INFORMATION 

 

Part One: Documentary Viewing 

- Watching the documentary itself will not be worth any points. 

- Students should come prepared on the first day of school to discuss and write about their 

documentaries. 

- The resulting writing assignment (over the rhetorical situation of the documentary) will be one of 

the first grades of the semester. 

 

Part Two: AP Essay Prompts 

- There are two writing prompts that must be completed: one argument, and one synthesis. 

- Each resulting five-paragraph essay will be worth 15 possible points. 

- To receive full credit, each essay must include an introduction with a thesis, three body 

paragraphs with claims and evidence, and a conclusion. 

- Essays determined to be less than adequate by the teacher will be given a maximum of 12 points. 

- Incomplete or missing essays will be given zero points. 

 

 

Part Three: ACT Reading Practice Questions 

- There are two ACT readings, and 10 questions per reading. 

- Each question will be worth 1 possible point, for a total of 20 points. 

- Responses that receive full credit must be accurate, and must be justified with evidence from the 

reading. 

- Responses that are either inaccurate or that do not have a justification/evidence can only receive a 

maximum of ½ of 1 point. 

- Missing or incomplete answers will receive zero points. 

 

 

Total Points Possible 

- For the entire summer assignment combined, there is a maximum of 50 possible points. 

- The documentary assignment will be given during the first week of school, and will be a separate 

assignment with separate points. 

- Providing responses and essays that are determined to be less than adequate (essentially, a 

summer assignment that was shown very little effort) will likely result in a D as the first grade of 

the semester. 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns about the grading or point distribution for this summer 

assignment, please feel free to reach out to your teacher via email (listed on the first page)! 

 

 

 

 



PART ONE 

Documentary Viewing 

 

 For the first part of your summer assignment, we would like you to select and watch one 

new documentary before the first day of class this fall. The documentary should be feature-

length (about 60-120 minutes long), and although it can be on pretty much any subject you’re 

interested in, it must be a legitimate, educational documentary (reality-TV, parodies, and 

mockumentaries definitely don’t count). You are free to search for and watch these 

documentaries through any means available to you: Netflix, Hulu, HBO, Youtube, Kanopy, the 

public library, etc. 

 This is a fairly simple task, as you are not required to take notes or write any sort of 

response. You only have to watch the documentary and be prepared to speak/write about it 

during the first week of school in the fall. One of your first assignments of the semester will be to 

break down the rhetorical situation of your documentary, so you should have a strong 

knowledge of it and be prepared to write about it in depth. Again, notes are not required and will 

not be collected, but it may be helpful for some of you to jot a few things down in preparation for 

this first assignment in the fall. 

 Below you will find a list of recommended documentaries. You do not have to choose a 

documentary from this list, but they are here if you are having trouble finding one on your own. 

Enjoy! 

 

Recommended Documentaries: 

● The Beatles: Get Back 

● Athlete A 

● The College Admissions Scandal: Operation Varsity Blues 

● Super-Size Me 

● Blackfish 

● Free Solo 

● An Inconvenient Truth 

● Sherpa 

● Honeyland 

● Jiro Dreams of Sushi 

● American Factory 

● The Farthest 

● Knock Down the House 

● Beware the Slenderman 

● Class Action Park 

● The Social Dilemma 

● Tell Me Who I Am 

● 13th 

● They Shall Not Grow Old 

 



PART TWO 

Argumentative and Synthesis AP Exam Prompts 

 

 For this part of your summer assignment, you will be writing two full essays based on 

prompts from the AP Lang exam. Each essay must be five paragraphs long, including an 

introduction and conclusion. Each of the three body paragraphs must contain claims and 

evidence that support your thesis. Since the AP Lang exam is a timed exam, please do not 

spend more than one hour on each of these two essays. Below are brief descriptions of the two 

types of essays you’ll be working on, and on the following pages you will find the corresponding 

prompts and materials. 

 

Synthesis Essay Description: 

 

The synthesis essay portion of the AP Lang exam requires examinees to write a complete 

essay in response to an arguable prompt using at least three of six or seven possible sources. 

These sources include printed material, such as articles or research studies, as well as images, 

charts, graphs, calendars, lists of data, etc. 

 

You must come up with a stance on the given prompt, then write a five-paragraph essay 

using at least three of the sources as evidence, directly quoting and citing as necessary. Please 

follow the instructions on the page with the chosen prompt, and do not spend more than 

one hour on this essay. 

 

Argumentative Essay Description: 

 

 The argumentative essay portion of the AP Lang exam requires examinees to write a 

complete essay in response to an arguable prompt using no provided sources whatsoever. The 

examinee must create an original response to the prompt that argues for, against, or qualifies the 

prompt to a degree. No sources are given, and the examinee may only use what he/she already 

has in his/her head: your experiences, readings, past lessons, etc. 

 

 You must come up with a stance on the given prompt, then write a five-paragraph essay. 

Please follow the instructions on the page with the chosen prompt, and do not spend more 

than one hour on this essay. 

 

 

 

 You are welcome to either write both of these essays on paper, or type them on a 

Word/Google Doc. Please save both of them, and come to the first day of class this fall with 

both of them completed. 
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PART THREE 

ACT Reading Section Practice 

 

 For this part of your summer assignment, we would like you to get some exposure to the 

Reading portion of the ACT exam. You are all going to be juniors this year, meaning that the 

ACT exam is about to become very important to a lot of you. Not only that, but the ACT 

Reading portion also has a lot in common with some of the multiple choice questions on the AP 

Lang exam. Either way, this will be great practice for what we’ll be doing in class this year, and 

it will help to keep your critical thinking skills sharp. 

 

 The readings and questions below are taken directly from ACT Reading practice tests, 

but you will notice that the multiple choice options have been taken away. You must respond to 

each of the following questions in short-answer format, including evidence from the text to 

support your answer. Answering the questions in this format will not only help you prepare for 

the ACT, but it will also prepare you for some of the common practices and critical thinking 

exercises we’ll be doing in class this year. 

 

 There are two readings and twenty total questions on the following pages. You are 

welcome to write your answers on paper, or type them onto a Word/Google Doc, but be prepared 

to turn them in on the first day of class this fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST ACT READING 

 

This passage is a re-telling of a traditional American Indian legend. Use the passage below 

to answer the first ten questions, and use evidence from the text to support each of your 

answers. 

 

“The Black Crow” 

 

In ancient times, the people hunted the buffalo on the Great Plains. These huge animals were their 

source of food and clothing. With stone-tipped spears, they stalked the great beasts through the tall 

grasses. It was difficult and dangerous work, but they were forced to do it in order to survive. 

At that time, there were many crows flying above the plains, as there are today. But unlike the 

crows we see now, these birds were white. And they were friends to the buffalo, which caused the hunters 

no end of travail. The white crows flew high above the plains, where they could see all that was 

happening below. And when they saw that hunters were approaching the herd, they would warn the 

buffalo. Swooping down low, they would land on the heads of the great beasts and call out to them: 

"Beware! Beware! Hunters are coming from the south! Caw, caw. Beware!" And the buffalo would 

stampede, leaving the hunters empty-handed. 

This went on for some time, until the people were hungry, and something needed to be done. A 

council was convened, and the chief of the people spoke to them. "We must capture the chief of the 

crows, and teach him a lesson, he said. If we can frighten him, he will stop warning the buffalo when our 

hunters approach, and the other crows will stop as well." 

The old chief then brought out a buffalo skin, one with the head and horns still attached. "With 

this, we can capture the chief of the crows," he said. And he gave the skin to one of the tribe's young 

braves, a man known as Long Arrow. "Disguise yourself with this, and hide among the buffalo in the 

herd," the chief told Long Arrow. "Then, when the chief of the crows approaches, you will capture him 

and bring him back to the tribe." 

So Long Arrow donned the buffalo skin disguise and went out onto the plains. Carefully, he 

approached a large herd of buffalo and mingled among them, pretending to graze upon the grasses. He 

moved slowly with the herd as they sought fresh food, and he waited for the great white bird that was the 

chief of the crows. 

The other braves made ready for the hunt. They prepared their stone-tipped spears and arrows, 

and they approached the grazing herd of beasts, hiding in ravines and behind rocks to try to sneak up on 

them. But the crows, flying high in the sky, saw everything. The chief of the crows saw the men in the 

ravines and tall grasses, and eventually he came gliding down to warn the buffalo of the approaching 

hunters. 

Hearing the great white crow's warning, the herd ran from the hunters. All stampeded across the 

plains except Long Arrow, still in his disguise. Seeing that Long Arrow remained, and thinking that he 

was a buffalo like all the others, the great white crow flew to him and landed upon his head. "Caw, caw. 

Hunters are approaching! Have you not heard my warning? Why do you remain here?" But as the great 

bird cried out, Long Arrow reached from under his disguise and grabbed the bird's feet, capturing him. He 

pushed him into a rawhide bag and brought him back to the tribal council. 



The people debated what to do with the chief of the crows. Some wanted to cut his wings, so that 

he could not fly. Some wanted to kill him, and some wanted to remove his feathers as punishment for 

making the tribe go hungry. Finally, one brave strode forward in anger, grabbed the rawhide bag that held 

the bird, and before anyone could prevent it, threw it into the fire. 

As the fire burned the rawhide bag, the big bird struggled to escape. Finally, he succeeded in 

getting out of the bag and managed to fly out of the fire, but his feathers were singed and covered with 

black soot from the fire. The chief of the crows was no longer white; he was black - as crows are today. 

And from that day forward, all crows have been black. And although they fly above the plains 

and can see all that transpires below, they no longer warn the buffalo that hunters are approaching. 

 

 

 

1. According to the passage, why did the people use stone spears to hunt the buffalo? 

 

2. Based on context clues, the word “travail” most likely means what? 

 

3. Which statement best describes what the chief of the crows represents in this 

passage? 

 

4. Which of the following best describes the people's motivation for wanting to capture 

the chief of the crows? 

 

5. Long Arrow's activities among the herd while disguised imply what about him 

and/or his intentions or goals? 

 

6. In this tale, what significance do the rawhide bag and stone-tipped spears have 

toward the story or the characters therein? 

 

7. Why might the chief of the crows have landed upon Long Arrow's head after seeing 

the other buffalo stampede away? 

 

8. Once the bird has been caught, what emotions are revealed by the people's 

deliberations about how to deal with him? 

 

9. What does the story tell us about why Long Arrow was selected for this task? 

 

10. Based on this story, what could we infer about the American Indians’ thoughts or 

feelings toward crows? What did they think of crows, and how can you tell? 

 

 

 



SECOND ACT READING 

 

This passage is an excerpt from Sailing Alone Around the World, by Joshua Slocum. Use the 

passage below to answer the first ten questions, and use evidence from the text to support 

each of your answers. 

 

I had not been in Buenos Aires for a number of years. The place where I had once 

landed from packets in a cart was now built up with magnificent docks. Vast 

fortunes had been spent in remodeling the harbor; London bankers could tell you 

that. The port captain after assigning the Spray a safe berth with his compliments 

sent me word to call on him for anything I might want while in port and I felt quite 

sure that his friendship was sincere. The sloop has been well cared for at 

Buenos Aires; her dockage and tonnage dues are all free, and the yachting fraternity 

of the city welcomed her with a good will. In town, I found things not so greatly 

changed as about the docks and I soon felt myself more at home. 

 

From Montevideo I had forwarded a letter from Sir Edward Hairby to the owner of 

the “Standard”, Mr. Mulhall, and in reply to it was assured of a warm welcome to the 

warmest heart, I think, outside of Ireland. Mr. Mulhall, with a prancing team, came 

down to the docks as soon as the Spray was berthed, and would have me go to 

his house at once, where a room was waiting. And it was New Year's day, 1896. The 

course of the Spray had been followed in the columns of the “Standard.” 

 

Mr. Mulhall kindly drove me to see many improvements about the city, and we went 

in search of some of the old landmarks. The man who sold lemonade on the plaza 

when first I visited this wonderful city I found selling lemonade still at two cents a 

glass; he had made a fortune by it. His stock in trade was a wash tub and a 

neighboring hydrant, a moderate supply of brown sugar, and about six lemons that 

floated on the sweetened water. The water from time to time was renewed from the 

friendly pump, but the lemon went on forever, and all at two cents a glass. 

 

But we looked in vain for the man who once sold whisky and coffins in Buenos 

Aires; the march of civilization had crushed him -- memory only clung to his name. 

Enterprising man that he was, I fain would have looked him up. I remember the tiers 

of whisky barrels, ranged on end, on one side of the store, while on the other side, 

and divided by a thin partition, were the coffins in the same order, of all sizes and in 

great numbers. The unique arrangement seemed in order, for as a cask was emptied 

a coffin might be filled. Besides cheap whisky and many other liquors, he sold 

“cider” which he manufactured from damaged Malaga raisins. Within the scope of 

his enterprise was also the sale of mineral waters, not entirely blameless of the 

germs of disease. This man surely catered to all the tastes, wants, and conditions of 

his customers. 

 



Farther along in the city, however, survived the good man who wrote on the side of 

his store, where thoughtful men might read and learn: â€œThis wicked world will be 

destroyed by a comet! The owner of this store is therefore bound to sell out at any 

price and avoid the catastrophe. My friend Mr. Mulhall drove me round to view the 

fearful comet with streaming tail pictured large on the merchant's walls. 

 

 

 

1. Based on the passage, what was “the Spray” and how could you tell? 

 

2. Since his previous visit, where in Buenos Aires does the narrator say the greatest 

changes have occurred? 

 

3. The author was shown around Buenos Aires by Mr. Mulhall. How did he come to 

know Mr. Mulhall? 

 

4. Based on the passage, what was “the Standard” and how could you tell? 

 

5. Based on context, the author uses the word “landmarks” to refer to what in 

particular? 

 

6. Based on the word choice, character interactions, descriptions, etc., what would you 

say is the overall tone of this excerpt? 

 

7. Based on the passage, what can you infer about the narrator’s feelings regarding 

being back in Buenos Aires? 

 

8. Based on the passage, what is Mr. Mulhall’s attitude toward the narrator and his 

presence in Buenos Aires? 

 

9. Based on the passage, what is the narrator’s relationship with the city of Buenos 

Aires? Is he from there originally? Has he visited frequently? Is he merely a tourist? 

How can you tell? 

 

10. Based on the passage, how would you describe the city of Buenos Aires in 1896? 

What are the positive aspects of the city? What does the narrator enjoy about being 

there? 

 

 

 


