
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Hello Madison Place Mavericks.  I hope this greeting finds your family all doing 
well.  As I write this note it is –2 degrees outside and the building, normally filled 
with activity is quiet because there’s no school today.  These last few weeks sure 
have brought a roller coaster of weather conditions.  One day it feels like the south 
pole and then, just a few days later, it’s supposed to feel like spring.  As they say 
about Kansas, whatever you like when it comes to weather, hang around for a few 
days and that particular temperature and or precipitation will come around.  I 
guess you just have to determine that you will enjoy whatever comes our way. 
There’s a lot going on here at our school.  From Breakfast with Books events, Cool 
Science Investigations and Math Wings, to some fun upcoming activities, you and 
your children have the chance to be involved in some fun activities here at school.  
We know it takes extra effort on the parents’ part in order for our students to be 
involved in these learning clubs.  Thanks for your support in helping your child be 
a part of these extended learning clubs.    
Another way you can support both your child and our school is through your at-
tendance at the upcoming February parent-teacher conferences.  This important 
event will provide a great opportunity for you to learn more about how your child is 
currently performing in school and to learn more about how you can support your 
child’s success through your work with him or her at home.  Please place your 
scheduled time on either February 6th and 7th on your calendars.  We’re  looking 
forward to seeing you.   
As I wrap up my comments in this month’s newsletter, I want to take the time to let 
you all know how much I appreciate the opportunity to work with your children and 
the staff here at Madison Place.  It is an honor to serve our students, our commu-
nity, and our staff.  Likewise, please accept my thanks for your support of our 
school and staff as we’ve worked with you and your children to accomplish all we 
have.  We appreciate it so much! 
Sincerely, 
Gary Stevenson 
 

 

Congratulations to 
the Madison Place 
Math Wings teams! 

 

On Tuesday, January 22nd the 
Madison Place Math Wings 
teams attended the Regional 
Math Wings competition at 
Scarborough Elementary 
School. Madison Place had 3 
teams that placed in the com-
petition! Congratulations to 
the two 4th Grade teams that 
earned Silver and Bronze and 
to the Madison Place 5th 
Grade team placed Silver. Job 
well done Mavericks and Mrs. 
Nguyen!  

 

 

The annual 5
th
 Grade Bingo Night fundraiser will be held Friday, 

March 1
st
, from 6:00-9:00 PM. Enjoy a fun night with the family 

while supporting the 5
th
 grade class as they raise money to fund 

their end of year activities and legacy gift for the school. We 
have some amazing prizes but are still looking for more dona-
tions. Please contact Jennifer Keyes Manirath at 913.980.1499 
or Jennifer@ShananGroup.com if you can help. Bingo preorders 
will be available so be on the look out for that flyer. A Family  
Pizza Package will be available to purchase for $20 that will in-
clude 1-Pizza (pepperoni or cheese), 4-sodas, and 4-cookies.  

 Join Us for 5th Grade BINGO Night! 
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Calling All Future Kindergarteners Madison Place  
Mini Bank 

 
 
Our United States Currency is not 
only functional but has many fun 
facts in its rich history! Here are a 
few of the neater ones we selected 
for you: 

• A stack of dollar bills one mile 
high would be worth 14.5 mil-
lion dollars! 

• Abraham Lincoln was the first 
American to be pictured on an 
American coin in 1909. 

• The Romans were the first to 
stamp the image of a living per-
son on a coin. After winning in 
war, Julius Caesar featured his 
portrait on a coin in 44 BC. 

• Worn coins are melted down 
and used to make new coins! 
Worn bills are shredded.  

• Some shredded bills are recy-
cled and made into roof shin-
gles or fireplace logs!  

• At the U.S. Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing, 37 million 
notes roll off the presses—per 
day. (Almost half are $1 bills. 
Almost 95% of the notes printed 
each year are used to replace 
notes already in circulation.) 

• The bird pictured on the Ameri-
can silver dollar was a real ea-
gle named Peter!  

• There are more than 1.6 million 
ATMs in the world. 
 

We hope you enjoyed the fun facts 
about our US Currency!  
 
Quick Reminder: Bank of the Prai-
rie’s Mini Bank program takes place 
every Wednesday morning before 
school in the lobby. Swing by and 
find out why you should trust us to 
help you 
and your 
child get 
started! 
  
Member 
FDIC 
 

By Kansas law, children who turn 5 years 
old on or before August 31, 2019, are 
eligible to attend Kindergarten in the fall.  
If you have a child that is going to be 
attending Kindergar-
ten at Madison 
Place in the fall, you 
are asked to attend 
Kindergarten Round
-Up!  It will be held 
on February 21

st
 

from 1:00 PM to 
6:00 PM  Kindergar-
ten Round-Up offers 
next-year’s Kinder-
gartners and their 
parents a peek in-
side their school and 
it is the official  
pre-enrollment time for Kindergartners. 
Future Kindergarteners will get to meet 
Dr. Stevenson, hang out with their future 

teachers and complete an activity while 
Mom or Dad fills out paperwork.  Parents 
are asked to bring their child’s birth certif-
icate, shot records, a copy of their latest 

physical records and a 
copy of their social security 
card.  If you don’t have all 
the information needed, 
please bring what you do 
have to the school office at 
your earliest convenience. 
Madison Place offers full 
day Kindergarten classes. 
If you 
know of 
future 
Madi-
son 

Place Kindergarten 
students, please 
pass this information 
along to them.     

Art Show 
 

February 6
th

 4:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
February 7

th
 11:00 AM – 8:00 PM 

Madison Place Gymnasium 
Hello Madison Place families!  I am so 
excited to announce that we will be hav-
ing our first ever Artomé art show during 
February Parent Teacher Conferences!  
The art show features an original work of 
art by every Madison Place student.  Stu-
dent art will be framed, and you will have 
the opportunity to support art education 
at Madison Place by purchasing your 
child’s framed art.  Madison Place earns 
a percentage of each frame sold which 
will be used to purchase art tools and 
supplies for all students to use during art 
class.  Purchasing framed art is com-
pletely optional as all framed art will be 

returned to students and sent home after  
the Creativity Showcase in May. In addi-
tion to viewing all the fabulous art, there 
will be a raffle for art prizes, and a class 
challenge has been issued.  The class 
that has the most attendance at the 
show will earn a Pop Art Arty Party, so 
be sure to have your student drop their 
name and teacher’s name in the yellow 
box in the gym!  Students can’t wait to 
share their most favorite work of art from 
this year with you and you will be 
amazed how wonderful their work looks 
in a frame.    
Hope to see everyone there! 
Also, time slots are still available to help 
with sales during the show.   
You can sign up at  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F4BACA92FAAFB6-artome. 

Checklist for  
Kindergarten  

Round-Up 
 
 

 Birth Certificate 

 Proof of Residency 

 Shot Records 

 Copy of last physical 

 Copy of Social Security 
Card 

Creative Corner By Ashley McClaskey 
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Computer lab has been busy!  Kinder-
gartners are working hard learning how to 
login and out of the computer.  When they’re 
able to do this five times without instruction, 
they’ll earn their place on our “Wall of Fame” 
just outside the lab….hint…it has something 
to do with Rock Stars…. 
First grade has been learning how to code 

computer programs by playing games such as Snoring. Coding is 
mostly solving puzzles using steps in a trial and error process and 
students discover increasing levels of difficulty in the games. We 
also participated in the nationwide Hour of Code and students 
received a certificate upon completion.   
Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth grades have been busy complet-
ing Power Point Presentations which most will be sharing dur-
ing the February conferences. Students learned how to create 
slide shows utilizing Animations, Transitions, Bullet Points, Text 
Boxes & Text Bubbles. The older grades also learned how to for-
mat different background designs on slides to increase the 

Computer Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 5
th
 

3:45-4:45 PM 
 

Wednesday, February 6
th
 

4:00-8:00 PM 
 

Thursday, February 7
th
 

11:00 AM-8:00 PM 

 

Volunteer to help by going to 
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/

showSignUp/10c0f4baca92faafb6-scholastic  

creativity of their presentation.  
Fourth and Fifth grade completed a Mythical Creature pro-
ject which will be sent home at conferences.  
We have very creative students and they had lots of fun with 
that unit. 
February and March will include perfecting our coding & typ-
ing skills and formatting Excel charts & spreadsheets. This is 
usually a lively project as we incorporate some fun into the 
calculation process.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me at catalmage@olatheschools.org. 

By Cheryl Talmage 

I want to welcome Miss Hailey Quinn to the music class-
room.  She comes to us from UMKC where she is studying 
Music Education.  She will be with us several 
hours every week as she completes her Senior 
Practicum.  She will then be student teaching at 
Madison Place next fall.   

It’s Recorder Season!   
3

rd
 graders should be receiving their recorders 

soon and will be anxious to get to the “real 
songs.”  They will need to bring their recorders 
to music class every day.  For your sanity, it 
might be a good idea to help your student 
choose an appropriate place and time to re-
hearse at home.  I promise you, the squeaking 
will get better!  
5

th
 grade will be combining recorders, xylo-

phones, drums, & their voices.  I love when we 
can combine the musical knowledge and skills we have 

gained to make beautiful music.  They will need to bring 
their recorders to music class every day.   

4
th
 grade students have started Recorder Karate.  

They will need to bring their recorders to music 
class every day. 
2

nd
 graders have begun to work on their upcoming 

musical “Weather the Weather”.  Be on the lookout 
for more information to be coming home with your 
2

nd
 grade students.  I will be seeking help in cos-

tume and prop preparation.   
Pre-K – 1

st
 grades are continuing to build their rep-

ertoire.  We use singing games, movement, folks 
songs, and rhythm instruments to practice such 
things as steady beat, rhythm, pitch, timbre, & 
form.  Kindergarten and 1

st
 grades have been 

reading basic rhythms in 4/4 meter.  1
st
 graders will 

eventually use this knowledge to compose their 
own songs this semester.   

Notes from the Music Staff By Maurica Bruning 
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Rocked Those Flapjacks and That Dance Floor!  
Nearly 300 people joined us for Flapjacks and Flannel,  
our PTO Family Dance in January. And we appreciate 
each one of you! Major thanks to Mandy Chen and an awesome crew of volunteers for making it all happen. James  
Hansen and Easy Audio Rental graciously loaned us the DJ equipment. Our guest DJs and greeters were also fantastic. 
Give Mrs. Cirrito, Ms. Millhuff, Ms. James, Ms. Wegman, Mrs. Tanney, Mrs. Delp and Mrs. Carnley an extra hug or high 
five next time you see them! 
Be Involved and Be Incredible Join us for our next PTO Meeting on Tuesday, February 5

th
 at 5 PM in the Madison 

Place library. All Maverick parents, guardians, staff members and friends are welcome! Come ask questions, give feed-
back and offer new ideas. In February, we'll talk about Carnival plans, Kindergarten Round-Up, Spring Movie Night and 
ideas for our Fall 2019 Fundraiser. 
This is Why We Fundraise In the first half of this year, the PTO funded a variety of items at Madison Place. We provided 
$1,745 for teacher requests (including iPad stands and updated social studies texts). We gave $1,631 for field trips, spent 
$388 on staff appreciation and hosted a movie night for $400. And we covered the $400 cost for Sluggerrr to Strike Out 
Bullying! 

      And look for our Spring Carnival on Friday, April 12th! 

  PTO News 

 

February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Staff  

Professional 
Day 

(No students) 

2 

3 4 5 
PTO Meeting 

5:00PM 

6 
 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

7 
Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 
No School 

 

8 
 

No School 

9 

10 11 12 13 14 
 

SPIRIT DAY 
Wear Red Day 

15 16 

17 
 

Maverick 
Urban Air Night 

18 
Presidents’ 

Day No School 
Chipotle 

Dine Out Night 

19 20 
 

Box Tops 
Deadline 

21 
Kindergarten 

Round-Up  
1:00-6:00 PM 
SPIRIT DAY 

Western Wear 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 
Hy-Vee  
Receipt 
Deadline 

  

Upcoming Dates in March 
March 7: 2

nd
 Grade Musical 

March 8: Spirit Day Wear Green Day 
March 11-15: Spring Break 
March 18: Staff Professional Day  
                  No School for Students 


